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Creating nature recovery networks

We’ve know for a long time that 

in very many places wildlife has 

been getting less and less 

common. One of the main 

reasons for this decline is loss of 

habitats, fragmentation of 

habitats and a simplification of 

remaining habitats. 

To help wildlife populations to 

recover species need more 

complex habitats which support 

all of their needs, larger habitats 

to enable populations to 

increase, and connections 

between habitats in order for 

species to move.



The value of grasslands

Their existence is important, as 

meadows can contain up to 40 

species per square meter as well 

as supporting pollinating insects, 

mitigating flooding and can 

capture large amounts of carbon

There has been a reduction in wildflower meadows by over 97% since 

the 1930s.

With a growing focus on climate emergency, establishment of the 

Council’s carbon management programme, the widespread decline in 

pollinating insects in the UK, and there is a growing public acceptance 

for alternatives to traditional green space management.



Nature Recovery Networks in Salford
The City of Salford is an area of contrasts. In the east, south and north west the landscape is dominated by 

urban and suburban areas, while out to the west are large open landscapes of the Chat Moss complex and 

open farmland. The dominant habitat types of urban and suburban habitats, open grassland and farmland 

and woodland are interspersed with areas of raised bog, river and canal corridors, pond clusters and 

patches of heathland. 



Dominant habitat types in Salford

Urban and Suburban Open grassland, 

mossland and 

farmland

Woodland



In order to build a Nature Recovery 

Network we need to: 

• Improve the quality of current 

sites by better habitat 

management. 

• Increase the size of current 

wildlife sites.  

• Enhance connections between, 

or join up, sites, either through 

physical corridors, or through 

‘stepping stones’. 

• Create new sites.  

• Reduce the pressures on wildlife 

by improving the wider 

environment

Building Nature Recovery Networks



We look to develop ecological networks by identifying nature conservation 

sites or large blocks of habitats and then expand these core sites and link 

together sites of similar ecological function using corridors or stepping 

stones.              



Creating large new blocks of new 

habitat in urban and suburban 

landscapes is challenging.

We know that in Salford gardens can 

be great places for wildlife. Birds, 

animals and insects which use the 

woodland will also rely on local 

gardens where people put food out 

for birds and can put up nesting 

boxes. And the variety of plants often 

found in gardens create complexity in 

the landscape which can in turn 

support significant numbers of 

invertebrates. 

So to be as inclusive as possible a 

Nature Recovery Network in the City 

must include urban and suburban 

areas and the ‘spaces in between’ in 

the wider environment.



Areas of lowland grassland and scrub which 

could be improved by diversification and the 

creation of species-rich grassland



The value of gardens



Lowland Grassland

Species-rich lowland grassland, 

including meadows and wildflower 

grassland, is a rare and declining 

habitat type in Salford. But many 

species found in the City are 

associated with open grasslands, 

including birds, butterflies, bees and 

small mammals, and there are 

significant areas of close-mown 

species-poor grassland which could be 

improved.  

It is a habitat type which can be 

relatively straightforward and quick to 

recreate but which can nevertheless 

support significant numbers of 

invertebrates and birds



Letting the grass 

grow



Creating new habitats


